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Point Pleasant, New Madrid and Island #10 

 
Union Army at New Madrid 

Major-General John Pope 
 

Fifth Division 
Brigadier General Joseph Plummer 

 
Second Brigade 

Colonel John Loomis 
 

26th Illinois Infantry   Lieutenant Colonel Carles Tinkham 
11th Missouri Infantry   Lieutenant Colonel   William P anabaker 
1st Missouri Artillery, M   Captain   Albert Powell 
 
The Mississippi River was of great value to both sides as the Civil War began.  
Obviously, it was a route of commerce, but it also was an important artery for 
troops to flow from one location to the other.  From a defensive standpoint, it was 
important that the enemy did not show up unexpectedly at an important 
geographic location or at a key city, such as, Memphis, New Orleans, and St. 
Louis.   The next step in expanding Union control of the Mississippi River was 
New Madrid, Missouri which was 175 miles south of St. Louis.  New Madrid is 
located in a great bend, the Madrid Bend, of the Mississippi River and was 
selected as a strategic location by the Confederates because, by land, a road led 
directly form this location to St. Louis and because just upriver from New Madrid 
lay Island Number 10, located in the middle of the Mississippi River, which when 
fortified was an imposing obstacle to any northern vessel trying to move south 
down the river.   
 
In March 1862, the 11th Missouri Infantry was put into action to secure New 
Madrid and Island #10, as part of General Plummer’s Fifth Division, 
supplemented with the 47th Illinois Infantry, Bridge’s Wisconsin Battery, six 
companies of the 2nd and 3rd Michigan Cavalry and an engineer company.  This 
force was ordered to march five miles south of New Madrid to Point Pleasant and 
prevent Confederate reinforcements, naval or ground, from advancing on the city 
from the south   Many of the men of the regiment had no blankets or cover, which 
had been left at Sikeston, before the march to Point Pleasant.  The men were 
marched through mud and water that was over the tops of their shoes and this 
covered their feet on the cold March night.  Captain Stewart in a letter written to 
his parents described the night of  March 6, “ We started about 1 o’clock, and 
that snowy cold and muddy night, camped in a cornfield without fires.   I slept on 
a pile of cornstalks with my 1st Lieutenant Wilson A. Duggans [sic], with one 
blanket over us.  In the morning our blanket was covered with snow.    Once 
Plummer’s division reached Point Pleasant, they forced out any defenders; and 
then occupied the town.  Havoc was unleashed upon the town with looting and 



 2 

destruction being widespread.  Plummer would set up the divisional camp about 
a mile from the river.  Plummer’s Division, about 3,000 strong, included artillery 
and while the Confederate gunboats attempted to force the Union troops back, 
they were unsuccessful.  By March 6, Plummer’s men positioned themselves on 
the bank of the Mississippi River.     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
  
But the Confederates had had enough of Plummer’s men being unopposed at 
Point Pleasant and by noon on March 9, artillery had been placed directly 
opposite on the Tennessee side of the river.  It was Plummer’s time to 
experience an artillery barrage, but the shelling had little impact on Union 
position.  But, despite Plummer’s success, Confederate naval vessels were able 
to slip by his position during the night.  In the analysis of the siege of New 
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Madrid, it will be noted that the Confederates never tried to force General 
Plummer’s command to retreat using ground forces . “  
 
Shortly after the end of the siege of New Madrid, the 5th Division which included 
the 11th Missouri was reinforced with the 8th Wisconsin Infantry and the 7th Illinois 
Cavalry.  By this time, Plummer had reinforced his artillery to include “two-man 
rifle pits lined the riverbank for a half mile.  The battery at Point Pleasant 
consisted of two 10-pounder Parrot rifles and two 13-pounder English rifles  
 
The Union navy began the initial assault on Island #10 on March 15 and 
intensified their efforts on March 16, including utilizing 10 mortars.  On April 4, 
the ironclad USS Carondolet made a night run past Island #10 and on April 6 the 
gunboat USS Pittsburg also ran past the Island. Now, two Union warships were 
safely at New Madrid making sure that the no naval reinforcements would 
threaten the Union attack. On the morning of April 7, the Union warships began 
shelling and destroying Confederate batteries and after days of constructing a 
canal by-pass of Island #10, four transports and five barges emerged from St 
John’s Bayou.  Union infantry was transported to Watson’s Landing and 
Tiptonville and moved inland.  The Confederate forces under command of  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Confederate general William Mackall was trapped and had no exit and moved 
south to Tiptonville to try to escape the noose that was being tightened.  The 
Union forces had landed at Tiptonville and blocked his last hope to escape and 
on April 8, Mackall surrendered.  Island #10 finding their support gone, formally 
surrendered on April 8 also. The 11th Missouri and General Plummer’s command 
were of the Union force transported to landing at Tiptonville but remained at the 
landing. 
 
By March 31, 1862, the Union Army fielded greater than 25,000 combatants and 
the Confederates had approximated 7,400 men at Island #10 conflict.  Reports of 
the number of men captured at Madrid Bend varied, with General Pope reporting 
greater 7,000, but more likely around 4,000 men captured.  No one from the 11th 
Missouri was killed or wounded in this action.  It should also be noted that by the 
time Island #10 surrendered, the toll of exposure and weather was being to take 
its toll on the men of the 11th Missouri with companies reporting double digit 
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counts of soldiers that were listed as sick.  The regiment needed warm weather 
and better living conditions. 

 


